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—A pilot on hlS first combat mis-"
sion, and an- observer on his.

last, battled gravity in a strick-

en twin engine Mohawk airplane
200 feet over the enemy-infested .

U Minh Forest and came out
alive 100 feet from the end of a
short runway under construction.

CWO Gary Gagnon, the ‘pilot,
~and Spec. 5 Kenneth Force, his -

cameraman observer, were. do-
ing some low-level map -work in
the Mekcng Delta for the -Viet-
namese Army- when their left
engme qu1t

Gagnon transferred all power
to the remaining engine, then
while he was trying to restart
the dead” engme the generator
burned out

roubllgudFIh :
Ends Short of Disaster

CAN THO, Vietnam (Speciai) -

.by_one engine and with no radio

.10 miles away. And then when

“thought, but “it’ll have to do.”
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This left Gagnon and Force
dangling over the wild U Minh

contact, no ‘electrical’ instru-
ments,” and the closest airstrip

they got to the airstrip they saw
that one end of it was under
constructicn. It was almost-im-
possible; Gagnon said‘he

With that in mind, he hit the
landing gear switch, ‘but nothing
happened. Then slowly an elect-
ric motor.‘droned therlanding
gear into place, and slowly Gag-
non- eased the old Mohawk
down, delicately braking it.to a-
stop ‘a  scant 100 feet from  con-'
struction workers -at the end of
the runway.. Sy ST
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