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Pilot error caused plane crash

Pilot error has been determined to be
he cause of an OV-1 Mchawk crash that
-illed two Fort Huachuca men almost a
‘ear ago, according to a report by a col-
ateral investigation board.

The accident, according to the report,
-esulter! when the plane's pilot, CW4 Ger-
1ld L. Randall, attempted an aerobatic
wasive maneuver at low altitude in a
yeavy aircraft when there was ‘‘ex-
remely high altitude density .

Both Randall and the plane’s observer,
Sergeant Kenneth Seeley, were killed
vhen the plane crashed and erupted in
flames about 10 miles south of Sierra
/ista op Highway 92. Both men werge as-
<jgned to the U.S. Army Intelligence Cen-
« and School and were on a routine
rraining mission at the time of the acci-
dent.

Results of the board’s investigation fol-

Aftermath

low many months of interviewing safety
specialists and witnesses by a collateral
board al Fort Huachuca. An earlier in-
vestigation team from the Army Avi-
ation Center at Fort Rucker, Ala.. had
g:pared a report on the accident, but,

ause of Army regulations governing
aircraft safety, its firidings were not re-
leared

The accident occurred Feb. 27. 1980, at
approximately 5:20 p.m. According to
eyewitnesses, the Mohawk was flying low
over the Stump and Ash Canyon drea
and, following a steep climb, the plane
stalled and crashed inta the ground.

The collateral board report states that
the twin-engine plane was operating ror-
mally prior to the crash and that the
weight of the special electronic equip-
ment in the plane, plus the weight of the
nearly full fuel tanks, including auxiliary
wing-lip tanks, made Randall's evasive

'nvestigators go through GOV.) Mahawk
ptane crash « Februdry. CW4 Gerald
Wands-l 44, and Sg1. Kenneth Seeley. 26

11/29/99

MON 22:44

maneuver unsuccessful Aircraft safel
specialists indicate that aerpbalic ev;
~lve maneuvers are nol authorized f(
Mohawks equipped as Randall’s was ar
do not conform to either FAA or Arm
salety regulations.

Several weeks prior to the acciden
the Ilntelligence Center and School hs
received the Daedalion Army Aviator
Safety Award for Fiscal Year 1978 fi
30,000 hours of accident-free flying. Sing
the accident, the school has logged mal
than 1.800 accident-free flyving hours. ar
has reinforced training and increase
awareness of the accident preventit
program.

fronically, anpouncement was ma(
the week of Seeley's death that he he
been selected the March 1980 soldier
the month for Fort Huachuca. Hono
were bestowed upon the 26-vear-old s«
dier posthurnously.

wet e kiiled «hen Their twin ¢ t‘Abp{w
crashed wto +he ASh G aree. qafl
burst jpte fig mes.
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Pilot error caused plane crash

Pilot error has been deiermined to be
ne cause of an OV-1 Mchawk crash that
4lled two Fort Huachuca men almost a
‘ear ago, according to a report by a col-
ateral investigation board.

The accident, according to the report,
-esultee when the plana's pllot, CW4 Ger-
1ld L. Randall, attempted an aerobatic
svasive maneuver at low altitude in a
yeavy aircraft when there was ‘‘ex-
remely high altitude density.™

Both Randall and the plane’s observer,
Sergeant Kenneth Seeley, were killed
vhen the plane crashed and erupted in
flames about 10 miles soutt of Sierra
/ista on Highway 92. Both men werg as-
<igned to the U.S. Army Intelligence Cen-
« and School and were on a routine
craining mission at the time of the acci-
dent.

Results of the board’s investigation fol-

low many months of interviewing saletly
specialists and witnesses by a collateral
board at Fort Huachuca. An earlier in-
vestigation team from the Army Avi-
ation Center at Fort Rucker, Ala.. had
repared a report on the sccident, but,
ause of Army regulations governing
aircraft safety, its findings were nof re-
leaged

The accident occurred Feb. 27. 1980, at
approximately 5:20 p.m. According te
eyewitnesses, the Mohawk was flying low
over the Stump and Ash Canyon drea
and, following a steep climb, the plane
stalled and crashed into the ground.

The callaleral board report states that
the twin-engine plane was operating nor-
mally prior to the crash and that the
weight of the special electronic equip-
ment in the plane, plus the weight of the
nearly full fuel tanks, including auxiliary
wing-lip tanks, made Randall's evasive

maneuver unsuccessful Aircraft safe|
specialists indicate that aerobatic ev:
~ive maneuvers are not authorized f
Mohawks equipped as Randall's was ar
do not conform to either FAA or Arm
safety regulations.

Several weeks prior to the acciden
the Intelligence Center and School hs
received the Daedalion Army Aviator
Safety Award for Fiscal Year 1978 fi
30,000 hours of accident-free flying. Sin¢
the accident, the school has logged mol
than 1.800 accident-{ree fiving hours. ar
has reinforced training and ircreast
awareness of Lhe accident preventic
prodram.

fronically, announcement wWas mal
the week of Seeley's death that he he
been selected the March 1980 soldier
the month for Fort Huachuca. Hono
were bestowed upon the 26-vear-old s¢
dier posthumously.

Aftermath

‘nvestigators go through OV.) Mahawk
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were kiileg «h.n 1heir Twin ¢n «‘Ae,p(m.,
cravhed oto +he ASsh G aree anfl
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